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and improvement of retirement bene-
fits. All his hard work has not gone un-
noticed, Senator CLELAND has been rec-
ognized nationally as the ‘‘Minute Man 
of the Year,’’ an award given by the 
Reserve Officers Association of Amer-
ica to two individuals annually for 
their tremendous leadership in the 
areas of military and national security. 
There is no doubt that on and off the 
battlefield, MAX was a leader for the 
Armed Forces. 

Senator CLELAND also provided sup-
port to military personnel stationed at 
the Grand Forks Air Force Base in 
North Dakota. In 1997, during the dev-
astating floods in North Dakota, sev-
eral hundred active duty personnel 
from the Grand Forks base were unable 
to access disaster relief because Fed-
eral law limited assistance to per-
sonnel living on the base. Senator 
CLELAND, as a member of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, was in-
strumental in amending the law to en-
able those servicemen living off base to 
be eligible for this critical disaster as-
sistance. 

MAX’s bravery, courage, and passion 
for these issues and many others will 
be missed. It has been an honor to 
serve with somebody who represents 
his constituents with such energy, 
drive and passion. I would like to join 
my colleagues in wishing the Senator 
and his family the best in the future 
and paying tribute to his outstanding 
public service. I wish him well.

f 

TRIBUTE TO REPRESENTATIVE 
JAMES V. HANSEN 

Mr. HATCH. Madam President, I rise 
to pay tribute to my long-time friend 
and colleague, Representative JAMES 
V. HANSEN. After 22 years of dedicated 
service to his country and to the State 
of Utah, Jim has chosen to end his ca-
reer as a Member of Congress and re-
turn home to Utah and to his grand-
children. 

I am pleased that Mr. HANSEN will be 
able to enjoy his retirement, but we 
will miss him. Utah has never been bet-
ter served by a Member of Congress. 
Just this year he was described by a 
national media source as one of the 10 
most powerful Members of the House of 
Representatives. Considering the num-
ber of Members of that body, that is 
really saying something. Representa-
tive HANSEN has had a very positive 
impact on our Nation, but his impact 
on Utah and Utahns is truly incalcu-
lable. 

Mr. HANSEN was the first Representa-
tive from Utah to chair a full com-
mittee. Due in large part to the respect 
he earned among his colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle, he was appointed to 
chair the high-profile Committee on 
Standards of Official Conduct. 

As some of my colleagues may know, 
Utah is made up of about 70 percent 
public lands which includes national 
parks, Bureau of Land Management 
lands, national forests, national monu-
ments, national wildlife refuges, and 

vast military holdings. As a very sen-
ior member of the House Armed Serv-
ices Committee and the Chairman of 
the Committee on Natural Resources, 
Representative HANSEN has the pro-
tector and promoter of so many of 
Utah’s interests. 

Mr. HANSEN’s service to the public 
has spanned more that four decades. He 
spent the first 12 years of his public 
service career on the City Council of 
Farmington, UT. Following that, he 
served for four terms as a member of 
the Utah House of Representatives, in-
cluding one term as the Speaker of the 
House. In 1980, Mr. HANSEN was elected 
to Congress where he has served dili-
gently until today. 

Mr. HANSEN’s honesty, hard work, 
and strong character have made him a 
lawmaker that we will never forget. I 
am one of many who will sorely miss 
his plain talking leadership and his 
wisdom on matters of public policy. On 
behalf of my colleagues in the Senate 
and the people of Utah, I would like to 
publicly thank JIM and his wonderful 
wife Ann for giving so much of them-
selves to their State and to their Na-
tion.
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GRATITUDE FOR NEW ZEALAND’S 
FIREFIGHTERS 

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Madam Presi-
dent, I rise today, on behalf of my 
State of Oregon, to express our deepest 
gratitude for the New Zealanders who 
put their lives on the line this last 
summer in fighting the ravenous 
wildfires experienced in the West. 

Even as the rains of fall settle into 
the forests of the Pacific Northwest, it 
is not difficult to remember the fiery 
infernos that engulfed the West only a 
few months ago. The year 2002 was the 
second worst fire season in 50 years. 
Nationwide 21 lives were lost and 6.7 
million acres were burned. 

It was one of the Nation’s largest 
fires, called the Biscuit Fire, that drew 
a cadre of international firefighters to 
Oregon, the world’s best sent to join 
the fight against our worst disaster. 
The Biscuit Fire, the largest wildfire in 
Oregon in over a century, eventually 
burned 500,000 acres in southwestern 
Oregon. At times, firefighters put the 
chances of losing one or all of the Illi-
nois Valley’s four towns at 75 percent. 
However, 7,000 of the world’s best fire-
fighters beat the odds and staved off an 
exploding fire that threatened hun-
dreds of square miles and thousands of 
homes. As a result of their relentless 
work, no lives were lost and structural 
loss was virtually nonexistent. 

On behalf of my State of Oregon, I 
want to thank and commend the brave 
New Zealand firefighters who helped 
win that battle against wildfire. They 
are John Barnes, Darryl Robson, John 
Sutton, Richard McNamara, Paul 
Tolladay, Phil Wishnowsky, Robin 
Thompson, Trevor Tiday, Jock 
Darragh, and Ross Hamilton. 

While I hope that such perilous cir-
cumstances will never call these fire-

fighters back to Oregon or elsewhere, I 
know that forest fires will continue to 
burn and brave firefighters will con-
tinue to put their lives between the fire 
and ours. We will never forget that.
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TRIBUTE TO SENATOR BOB SMITH 

Mr. CONRAD. Madam President, I 
take this opportunity to pay tribute to 
and recognize the hard work of my col-
league from New Hampshire, Senator 
BOB SMITH. Since joining the Senate in 
1990, he has fought with honesty and 
commitment for the issues that he be-
lieved to be most important. 

As the ranking member and former 
chairman of the Environment and Pub-
lic Works Committee, he focused great 
attention on reforms of the Corps of 
Engineers and funding to expand and 
improve transportation infrastructure. 
Also, as a senior member of the Armed 
Services Committee, Senator SMITH 
fought passionately for a strong mili-
tary, and always made national secu-
rity a top priority. 

I had the pleasure of working with 
BOB SMITH in his efforts to establish 
accountability measures for missing 
MIAs and POWs. In his capacity as a 
member of the Senate Select Com-
mittee on POW/MIA Affairs, Senator 
SMITH was very helpful in answering 
and addressing questions about Viet-
nam POWs from North Dakota. He also 
helped North Dakotans on POW issues 
from the cold war era. 

I also had the privilege of serving 
with Senator SMITH on the Ethics Com-
mittee, which he chaired. I found him 
to be completely fair and non-partisan 
in his conduct of his duties. 

He also was one of the first of my col-
leagues to console me on the untimely 
death of my chief of staff, Kent Hall. 

Mr. President, it has been an honor 
to serve in the Senate with BOB SMITH. 
I have the utmost respect for his serv-
ice to the people of New Hampshire. 
While sitting in the historic desk of 
Daniel Webster, he has made contribu-
tions not only to the Senate but also to 
our Nation. I would like to join my col-
leagues in wishing Senator SMITH and 
his family the best in the future.
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LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT 
OF 2001 

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Madam Presi-
dent, I rise today to speak about hate 
crimes legislation I introduced with 
Senator KENNEDY in March of last 
year. The Local Law Enforcement Act 
of 2001 would add new categories to 
current hate crimes legislation sending 
a signal that violence of any kind is 
unacceptable in our society. 

I would like to describe a terrible 
crime that occurred December 28, 2001 
in Marshfield, MA. According to police, 
a teenage assailant beat a man because 
the assailant thought the victim was 
gay. The victim was standing outside a 
local store when a car containing three 
men pulled into the parking lot. One of 
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